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Saturday afternoon operating team at GB75BRS ï l to r G3KUM, G3IRQ, G4XVE, 

G4DDK, G4HUP, G8LBS, M1DUD, G8BLS, 2E0IAF, M0SDY.  In the background 

(growing out of G8BLSôs head) is the antenna for his HF backpack! 

(See page 7)             Photograph courtesy of M0SUF 
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QTC 
 

This issue of your newsletter has been delayed by a couple of weeks, to enable me to 

include a report on the Special Event Station GB75BRS at Bawdsey Manor in late 

February. Speaking for myself, I found this a particularly exciting weekend, and 

Dave, G4HUP, is to be warmly thanked for his hard work in organising this event 

and those to be held at the same place later this year. Daveôs report on the event can 

be found on page 7 of this newsletter. 

 

Some members may remember that last summer the Club station was in operation at 

Bentwaters Airfield for the air show held at the Bentwaters Cold War Museum. This 

was a very successful event, and the Club Committee decided that this year we 

should apply for a Special Event callsign for the event. We have now been successful 

in obtaining the call GB2CWM (for Cold War Museum), so we hope there will be 

plenty of willing helpers on Sunday 13th June. Unfortunately the Ipswich Rally takes 

place on the same day (see page 9), so some members will have a difficult choice to 

make. 

 

As usual, I am short of material for the next newsletter, and will be pleased to receive 

your contribution as a digital file or as hard copy. If you are sending a digital file, 

please send any pictures or diagrams as separate files, as this makes it easier to for-

mat the article in a suitable way. Contributions for the Summer Newsletter should be 

with me by 15th May, please. 

 

 

73 de John, G4XVE 

 

 

Articles printed in this newsletter may not represent the views of the club com-

mittee, and may not be reproduced without permission of the respective author. 
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EA6/M0BCT/QRP 
 

Arenal dôen Castell, Menorca, 19th to 26th October 2009 
 

Martin, M0BCT  
 

It seems a long while ago now, but, last October Sheila and I took a one week 

break to Arenal dôen Castell on the rugged north coast of Menorca. As usual 

of late, included in my hand luggage was my FT817nd, along with some wire 

dipoles and a borrowed ATX portable multiband antenna. Thanks, Keith. 

 

UK customs seemed interested in my hand luggage, consisting mainly of 

gadgets. I was asked to show that the radio, camera and gps, etc, would 

switch on and off. I usually expect to get my hand luggage searched, but 

rarely do. It was the 3mm HSS drill bit tucked behind a seam in one of the 

pockets that did not help much! It must have been hiding there since a work 

trip to our boat. 

 

The rest of the departure through tiny Norwich airport and on to Menorca 

was fine. We had booked a top floor room with a sea view, but, as the hotel 

and island were well under capacity, they had closed the top two floors. The 

hotel was a fair climb up from the beach with a good RF take-off to the 

northern 180 degrees and we were still on the 6th floor. 

 

The balcony construction did use aluminium as a top handrail above glass 

panels and also in the partitions between the neighboursô balconies, so a wire 

dipole would have been rather difficult. As I prefer not to always be sitting on 

the balcony when operating, I took a length of coaxial cable to separate the 

radio and antenna. I fitted a 90 deg PL259 coupling to the base of the ATX 

Walkabout, and around this I fitted a shiny new jubilee clip. Under this hose 

clip, I nipped a ground plane wire which had been cut for the 20 meter band 

and also a short piece 6 inches long - more on this later. 

 

I had tucked a piece of plastic overflow pipe into my suitcase. It was just less 

than 3 feet long, as this was the maximum diagonal distance across the inside 

of the suitcase. In one end of this and on one side I had cut out a slot about 2 

inches down, and wide enough to receive the PL259 elbow and the lower 

inch or two of the ATX itself. With the antenna sitting snugly in the pipe and 
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secured as a precaution with a 

piece of string, I used the other 

end of the string to secure the 

pipe to the back of a plastic bal-

cony chair. This gained enough 

height to raise the base of the 

antenna above the metal guard 

rail, and the angle of the chair 

back just pushed the antenna out 

away from the hotel slightly. 

 

 

All set, with the 20m ground 

plane arranged on the balcony 

floor so as not to cross itself, the 

antenna showed a good swr after 

a little adjustment of the tele-

scopic element. Unfortunately, 

there appeared to be some very 

strong qrm across most of the 

HF bands. After disconnecting 

the switch mode psu it was still 

there! At this point it was time to 

go to dinner and on to the bar. 

Upon leaving the hotel the next 

morning, I noticed a large cell-

phone installation on the roof a couple of floors above our room. I didnôt 

think that this would be the culprit, but what else was up there? I did not find 

out, but a day later the qrm had gone and did not reappear.  

 

During our stay, and due to the time of day that I found to play radio, I found 

that mainly 20 and 15 meters were the best bands, but I did manage to get 

good resonance on other bands as well. I had only cut a ground plane for 

20m, as my plan for the other bands was to use that short 6 inch piece of wire 

to attach the end of a 5m measuring tape. This allowed me to wind the tape 

out and lock it at whatever length I wanted depending on the band. If I 

wanted to go longer than the 5m tape length for the lower bands, then I could 

attach it to the end of the 20m wire.   

Antenna system at EA6/M0BCT, showing 20m 

ground plane wire (red) and steel tape meas-

ure used for other bands. 
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This all worked well with some very nice contacts, considering the antenna is 

rather compact and I only had a maximum of 5w ssb rf. I operated either in 

the morning, before going out for the day, or in the evening, either side of 

dinner. All in all, I had 50 contacts in 29 DXCC entities: 

PA,ON,YT,DL,LA,OZ,SM,YL,SV,EU,SP,G,RZ3,OH0,LY,5B,TA,T9,OM,S

5,9A,VE3,W,HA,I,I9,EA,LX & 4O. This included 6 qsos with USA and 3 

with Canada. I did contact a few hams in Scandinavia and I think that Santa 

must have also heard me when I was praising this antenna, because on the 

25th December he kindly brought me one of my own! 

 

Our days were spent exploring this pretty island and looking out for its 

birdlife. Not too much out of the ordinary here, but some very good sightings 

of multiple hoopoes, black redstarts, buzzards and Sardinian warblers, to 

name a few.  

 

Please listen out for CT3/M0BCT (Madeira) from Friday 26th March to Sun-

day 4th April, mainly 20m I imagine. I will again be qrp on ssb and maybe 

some slow cw. I believe the take off may be mainly south and so the path to 

the UK could be difficult. 

Weôve requested a top floor sea view room with a balcony, but dare not ask 

how much aluminium there is.  

 

73, 

Martin 
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GB75BRS ï A Good Example of Local Cooperation 
 

Dave Powis, G4HUP 
 

Sixteen Suffolk amateurs from four different local clubs worked together to 

create the GB75BRS stations which operated from 26 to 28 Feb at Bawdsey 

Manor.  The event was of course, the commemoration of the Daventry Ex-

periment ï the event in a Northampton field in 1935, when Robert Watson-

Watt and Arnold Wilkins demonstrated the principles of radar.  75 years on, 

three sites around the UK recognised the importance of this achievement by 

staging radio events: 

¶ At Daventry, a group of enthusiasts and amateurs re-created the 

original experiment, showing the disturbances caused to radio waves 

by moving objects.  They also had three special event stations on the 

air ï GB75RDF, GB0RDF and GB4WWR, from the three local sites 

involved 

¶ At Gt Baddow, GB75CH (Chain Home) was operational ï although 

Baddow itself had no role in the Chain Home system, as the research 

and development labs of British Aerospace (formerly Marconi), it 

does have the last remaining CH transmitter mast that is in commer-

cial maintenance. The mast was originally at Canewdon (nr 

Southend) and was moved to Baddow where it is still used as part of 

BAEôs development and testing work in radar. 

¶ At Bawdsey Manor, the site of UK radar development  between 1936 

and 1939, GB75BRS (Bawdsey Research Station) was the call, and 

we had a small exhibition and a multi-operator station. 

 

Members of Leiston ARC, Martlesham, Felixstowe and Ipswich clubs set up 

and operated the stations on HF and 50MHz.  Over 750 contacts were made 

in 54 DXCC entities.  The photograph on the front cover shows the Saturday 

afternoon operating team (plus G3IRQ and G3KUM who were visiting at the 

time). 

 

Two HF stations were used ï one with the LARC G5RV slung between the 

towers of the Manor, and with my TS2000 as the motive force.  The other 

station used an FT897 (courtesy of M1ACB) and vertical antennas for 40m 

and 20m.  These antennas were the handiwork of Peter, G8BLS, who erected 

them down on the beach with assistance from Paul, M0SDY, and ran about 
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70m of coax back for each one!  

The performance was worth it ï 

there was no doubt that the prox-

imity to the salt water earth gave us 

quite a few dB advantage on both 

Tx and Rx.  Fig 1 shows two mys-

terious men doing strange things on 

the beach! 

 

50MHz was run by Robin M1DUD 

and Simon, 2E0IAF, using an 

FT920 and a 3 el beam on the roof 

of the White Tower ï there was not 

too much activity on this band, as 

may be expected given the position 

in the sunspot cycle, but it proved 

the set-up for later in the year, when the Sporadic E season should be under 

way. 

 

We did have some failures, and know how we can improve matters for the 

next event ï one of the verticals was intended to give us 160m, since the 

G5RV does not go there, but on the day, it would not tune up properly ï Peter 

is going to re-think that one!  The club TS440S let us down again ï the Auto-

tuner would not function, just as it has done on two previous occasions, so 

the committee need to get their heads together over that, since we seem to be 

gradually expanding the range of SES activities we get involved in. 

 

Around 30 visitors came to see us on Saturday and Sunday, all very inter-

ested in the events that took place years ago.  We also had a group of school 

students spend some time with us on Saturday.  One of our visitors, the son of 

M0SUF, exchanged a greetings message with one of our many G contacts ï 

see Fig 2. 

 

Martin, G8BHC as QSL manager, and myself, are already dealing with the 

QSL cards and certificate awards from the weekend.  If you visit the website 

(http://bawdseyresearchstation.org.uk) you can see some of the QSLôs al-

ready received. 

 

Fig 1 ï Canôt you get arrested for this?  

Peter and Paul cavorting on the beach! 
          Photo courtesy of 2E0ALD 
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Thanks to all those who came a 

long and helped to set up, operate 

and take down the station ï from 

LARC that was John, G4XVE, 

Martin, M0BCT, Paul M0DSY, 

Peter, 2E0ALD and myself.  Oth-

ers who came to help were 

2E0IAF, G3NYK, G4CXT , 

G4DDK, G4FSG, G4YQC, 

G8BHC, G8BLS, G8LBS, 

M1ACB, M1DUD.  

 

 

 

Our grateful thanks also to Mr and Mrs Toettcher, the owners of the Bawdsey 

estate, and their staff, who were helpful and welcoming throughout the whole 

weekend, and of course to all those who came on the air and worked us! 

 

Look out for GB70BRS over the weekend 5/6th June! 

Fig 2 ï Joe, son of M0SUF, on the air 

with Dave, G4HUP 
  Photo courtesy of M0SUF 

East Suffolk Wireless Revival 
The Ipswich Radio Rally 

 

 Sunday, 13 June 2010    from 09:30 until early afternoon 

The Orwell Crossing Lorry Park 
A14 Eastbound 

Nacton 
Ipswich    IP10 0DD 

Admission    £1.00 
Car Boot spaces available for £10.00 
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CLUB MEMBERSHIP LIST 2009  
 

 

 

 

 For data protection reasons, this information has been  

removed from the public version of the newsletter 
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CLUB PROGRAMME 2010 

 
Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month at Leiston High 

School, Seaward Avenue, Leiston, unless otherwise stated. The formal 

part of the meeting will begin at 7.45pm, but the Clubôs equipment can 

be made available from 5pm for any member who wishes to use it. 

 

30th March:  CW evening - NOTE DATE!  

 

4th May:  Talk on radio astronomy - Laurie Newell 

 

5th-6th June (Sat-Sun):  GB70BRS in operation at Bawdsey Manor 

 

13th June (Sunday): GB2CWM in operation at Bentwaters Cold War 

        Museum 

 

6th July:  Foxhunt (details to follow) 

 

18th-19th Sept (Sat-Sun): GB70BRS in operation at Bawdsey Manor 

 

 

 

CLUB NETS 

 

 Early Birds  Mon to Sat 145.575 FM  07.45 Z 

 Heritage Coast    Mon to Sat 145.575 FM 15.00 Z 

    Sunday 145.575 FM 18.45 Z 

 Fred W1OHJ  Friday   18.162 ±QRM 15.00 Z 
 

All members are cordially invited to join in these nets. The Friday afternoon net 

would particularly benefit from new participants. 


